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Executive summary
The 54th session of the UN Commission for social development (CSoCD 54) considered the
theme “Rethinking and strengthening social development in the contemporary world. According
to the provisional agenda of the session, the commission discussed the follow up to the 1995
world summit for social development and to the social summit+5 held during the 24th special
session of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) in 2000. It took into account, among other
documents, a note from the UN secretariat on “Emerging issues: Implementing the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development: Moving from commitments to result for achieving social
development.
In order to rethink and strengthen social development in the contemporary world, member-states
and civil society organizations from all over the world were gathered at the United Nations
Headquarters, in New York, since February 3rd, for the 54th Session of the UN Commission for
Social Development (CoSD).
According to the Director of the Division for Social Policy and Development (DSPD) of the UN
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN/Desa), Daniela Bas, “the Commission provides
an ideal opportunity to focus on the role of social development as a key component of
sustainable development, to identify effective means of putting people at the Center of the 2030
Agenda.”
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon gave the strongest indication that goal one of
the Sustainable Development Goals which is to end poverty in all forms will be achieved by
2030. According to him the 2030 Agenda in the Addis Ababa Agenda and Paris Agreement on
Climate Change is the answer to the needs of all persons worldwide.
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UN THEME: RE-THINKING AND STRENGTHENING SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE
CONTEMPORARY WORLD

INTRODUCTION
In the wake of the world economic crisis, human beings remain within the domain of high risk in
certain situations of disease, hunger, malnutrition, hatred and incidence of poverty, coupled with
wars and death. The world is full of injustices and something needs to be done assiduously to
salvage those who find themselves in extreme poverty so as to bring them into appreciable levels.
Naturally, all human beings must have life.

Therefore, those in the upper class need to share their resources, knowledge, and experiences with
individuals lagging behind. Even though no system is a perfect one, there must be fair play where
the most vulnerable could be assisted to have some peace in this unjust world. It is in the light of
this that the UN has taken bold steps for the past 54 years to ensure that all member countries draw
Social Protection intervention programs to empower their citizenry. Since the World Summit for
Social Development in Copenhagen in 1995, the Commission for Social Development (CSoScD)
has been the key United Nations body in charge of the follow up and implementation of the
Copenhagen Declaration and Program of Action.
The Commission for Social Development (CSocD) was established by ECOSOC res. 10 (II)
(1946). Its major role was to give technical advice to ECOSOC on social policies in general and
in particular, on all matters in the social development milieu not covered by the specialized intergovernmental agencies. Since 2006, the Commission has taken up key social development themes
as part of its follow up to the outcome of the Copenhagen Summit.
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The adopted theme of the 2016 UN Social Development Summit was : Building on the dynamic
momentum leading up to the adoption of new commission's goals of Sustainable Development.
Delegates of the conference debated on ways to modify a transformative people-centered approach
to sustainable development that would leave no one behind.

Please the introduction must give clear focus of the conference, date frame for the conference.
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Chairperson
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NAME
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GHANA’S FULL STATEMENT BY HON. NANA OYE LITHUR, MINISTER FOR
GENDER, CHILDREN AND SOCIAL PROTECTION AT THE 54TH SESSION OF THE
UN CONFERENCE ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENTON AGENDA ITEM (3A) PRIORITY
THEME “RETHINKING AND STRENGTHENING SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE
CONTEMPORARY WORLD”. (This can go to the Appendix, only report on the main points
touched on by Hon. Minister)

Mr. Chairperson, distinguished delegates, it is an honor for me to address the54th session of this
commission. I congratulate you and the members of the bureau on your election. My delegation is
confident that your leadership and rich experience will ensure a successful outcome for this
session. Mr. Chairperson, this session’s theme, ‘Rethinking and Strengthening Social
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Development in the Contemporary World is appropriate, coming at a time when we have adopted
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
This calls for a holistic review and reflection on the achievements as well as challenges in
implementing the MDGs to guide us in developing appropriate strategies for achieving the SDGs.
Though social protection programs are adopted to address poverty, vulnerability and exclusion
under the MDGs, the results show that countries that adopted a systems approach achieved better
results.
Madam Chairperson, I suggest that, a component of the strengthening and rethinking social
development should focus on the identification of good practices such as policies and strategies in
the implementation of the MDGs that could be adopted and adapted to suit different socioeconomic and geographic contexts. Ghana was the first sub-Saharan African country to achieve
MDG Goal 1 of halving poverty. This was achieved before the target date of 2015. The
Government of Ghana is learning from its best practices and building an effective and efficient
social protection system as a key strategy for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. The
system is an integrated and coordinated approach anchored in a National Social Protection Policy.
Madam Chairperson, the reform of structures, institutional arrangements, systems and processes,
has resulted in a social protection system which has the following components:
An effective and efficient partnership and collaboration among stakeholders such as the
Government, Civil Society, traditional authorities, communities, and Development Partners;
Creation of a legal and policy framework for social protection;
An institutional / governance frame work from the national, regional, district and community
levels to facilitate effective and efficient management in the implementation of Social Protection
interventions;
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Establishment of a National Single Registry database, the Ghana National Household Registry
database, to facilitate the effective and efficient identification and selection of beneficiaries by all
Social Protection intervention programs to ensure targeting efficiency. The approach uses an
electronic data collection mechanism for the Common Targeting Mechanism;
Strengthened coordination among the various social protection interventions to ensure
complementarity of interventions to facilitate graduation of beneficiaries into market oriented
interventions to ensure sustainability of interventions;
Electronic disbursements to beneficiaries and service providers of Social Protection interventions
such as the LEAP Cash transfer program, the Labour Intensive Public Works, Emergency Leap
and the Ghana School Feeding Program.
A sustainable financing mechanism to ensure adequate and timely disbursement of social grants
to beneficiaries
An effective and efficient monitoring and evaluation system to track progress of implementation.

Madam Chair, the above integrated and coordinated approach has led to fruitful results. To provide
access to essential health care to all, the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection in
collaboration with the National Health Insurance Authority has registered and issued biometric
NHIS cards to more than 12,000 elderly persons; 7000 inmates of prisons, over 14,000 LEAP
beneficiary households. Collaboration with the World Bank Group has enabled us to target and
register extreme poor households in 10 districts onto the National Health Insurance Scheme. We
are currently registering more than 1.7 million school children benefiting from the Ghana School
Feeding Program on to the National Health Insurance Scheme.
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Madam Chair, under the systems approach the following achievements have been made:
For up to nine years, we have provided income security to the extreme poor households with
orphan and vulnerable children, severely disabled persons and elderly persons of 65 years and
above. The Livelihood Empowerment against Poverty (LEAP) program in 2008 with 1,654
beneficiary households now covers 146,074 beneficiary households, that is, 577,000 individuals.
It operates in 185 districts and in 4,072 communities in all the 10 regions of Ghana. Expansion is
on-going and beneficiaries will increase to 250,000 by December 2015. All the 216 districts in the
country will be covered. We are currently able to effectively target extremely vulnerable persons
under LEAP. 751 women who are inmates of witch camps are LEAP beneficiaries. 405 inmates in
the country’s leprosaria; 382 inmates of residential homes for children; 12 inmates of a destitute
home for the elderly are all currently on the LEAP cash transfer program.
Our cash transfer program in Ghana is being strategically used to reduce stunting and malnutrition
in children. LEAP 1000 has been launched to target poor households with pregnant women and
children less than two years old. So far, 6,124 beneficiary households in 7 districts of the Northern
and 3 districts in the Upper East regions have been paid. Pregnant women and women with children
under two years are presently the fourth category of persons who benefit from LEAP. The Ghana
National School Feeding Program (GNSFP) is currently providing one hot and adequately
nutritious meal for 1,728,681 pupils in 5,000 schools each school day. To support the elderly, the
National Policy on the Aged is being implemented. A Bill for the Aged has been drafted and is
awaiting Cabinet approval. The Eban Elderly Welfare Card was introduced in 2015 to enable
elderly persons above 65 years benefit from 50% reductions in Metro Mass Transit bus fares and
get priority access to other social services such as hospitals, banks etc. Approximately 11,526
elderly persons have been issued with Eban cards in 6 regions. A national rollout is underway to

9

cover 25,000 elderly persons. Our Labour Intensive Public Works program has generated
employment for over 88,867 poor persons within a year with 57% being female. It has also
enhanced rural micro-enterprise development in the form of additional livelihoods, communal
spirit, social cohesion and relations as well as access to health services, educational services,
household and capital goods, reduction in seasonal migration and improved housing conditions
within beneficiary communities.
The National Council on Persons with Disability (NCPD) under the Ministry of Gender, Children
and Social Protection has developed the Ghana Standards on Accessibility
Designs for implementation. This would enable owners of public buildings to provide accessibility
to buildings for disabled persons in compliance with the Disability Act of 2006. We shall launch
a national campaign to ensure our public buildings are disability friendly. A Legislative Instrument
for the Disability Act is being drafted. In doing all these, we shall build a formidable partnership
with our development partners including the World Bank, DFID, UNICEF and the entire UN
system and some leading social protection countries. Madam Chairperson, in conclusion, I wish
to call on the international community to support efforts in developing social protection systems
that would facilitate the achievement of the SDG goals on social development. This should be a
global effort.
Once again I wish to reiterate my call to recognize the need to build capacities across development
partners, government agencies and civil society for social protection systems and also provide
adequate funds to support implementation. There is the need to form partnerships to support
programs that empower the extremely poor, vulnerable and excluded in our societies. The support
should also focus on addressing the inequality gap to enhance social cohesion and achievement of
the Sustainable Development Goals.
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Mr. Chairperson, distinguished delegates, I thank you all for your attention.

Some of the delegates participating in the 54th Commission for Social Development
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Hon. Nana Oye Lithur (Minister, MoGCSP) at the 54th Conference of the United Nations
Commission for Social Development

ADDRESS BY UN SECRETARY GENERAL –MR. BAN KIN MOON.(
order of proceedings is very important, at what forum was the address
delivered, the flow of the report very important)
Under the chairmanship of Ms. Simona Mirela Miculescu, Romanian official, Ban Kin Moon said,
“2016 is a year of Global Protection”. He commended the Commission for adopting a priority
theme: “Rethinking and Strengthening Social Development in the contemporary world”.
The Sec. Gen. touched on Social Inclusion and Reduction in Poverty and indicated that
improvement in the empowerment of Persons With Disability must be key and that, issues of Social
Cohesion where people would realize their full potential should be adhered to by all Member
States.
H recalled the UN Commission on Social Development established in 1946. (what is the essence
of this statement- no linkage)
He was optimistic that 2016 would be result oriented. He urged states to share good practices at
and from their Regional and Sub-Regional levels. He concluded by challenging the Commission
to ensure that no one is left behind.

GHANA SIDE EVENT AT THE UNITED NATIONS 54TH SESSION ON SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT
Side events are regular and conventional activities organized by country representatives and civil
society organizations to showcase their activities to other delegates attending UN sessions. At the
UN 54th session on Social Development, Ghana under the distinguished leadership of Honorable

12

Nana Oye Lithur (Minister for Gender, Children and Social Protection) organized a side event on
the theme: Achieving SDG 1: Reviewing Progress Towards Building a Resilient and Efficient
Social Protection System in Ghana. The event was well attended by both local and international
representatives.
The event was chaired by Her Excellency Mrs. Martha Pobee (Ghana’s Permanent Representative
to the UN). In attendance were the Deputy Chief of UNICEF (Lydia Ghanish), Nigerian
Ambassador to the UN, Honorable Joseph Amenowode and Honourable Benjami Aryee

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Honorable Nana Oye Lithur (Minister for Gender, Children and Social Protection) gave the
keynote address to open the side event. In her address, she highlighted the various social protection
policies and programs in Ghana aimed at addressing poverty and promoting social inclusion.
She noted that inequalities still persist in Ghana although poverty has reduced significantly. Ghana
has over the years implemented about 44 social protection programs which were running parallel
to each other and in silos which reduced their effectiveness and efficiency. She added that after
critical review of the 44 social protection programs, measures were taken to rationalize and
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harmonize the social protection policies and programs. After rationalization and harmonization,
the 44 programs were reduced to seven. According to her, this was to reduce duplication, improve
coordination and efficiency.
Honorable Nana Oye Lithur noted that in an effort to consolidate the harmonized social protection
programs in Ghana, a Ghana National Household Registry (GNHR) was established to target and
build a data-base of poor and vulnerable households in Ghana. According to her, the GNHR was
expected to share data with relevant agencies for social protection floors.
To make social protection floors resilient and sustainable, the Honorable Minister noted that her
Ministry has among others developed the necessary legislation, policies and institutional
frameworks for social protection interventions. In addition, the Minister in her presentation
outlined some achievements of Social Protection Interventions in Ghana. She stated that all
payments in relation to social protection programs have moved from manual to electronic
payments which enhance expenditure tracking and accountability.
On the sustainability of the social protection floor, she assured participants that the Ministry is
designing communication strategies for all the social protection programs for purpose of social
accountability and to demonstrate performance – this according to her is expected to improve the
image and integrity of the programs. Another equally important mechanism for the sustainability
of Social protection programs is the activation of a graduation module for the LEAP and LIPW
programs. According to her, the graduation module will ensure that program beneficiaries who are
found or proven to have become better-off will be taken out of the program (through
recertification) and probably linked to other social services. Similarly, she also assured participants
of the sustainability of social protection programs because of the high political will and
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commitment by government and the political opposition. She informed participants that most of
the current social protection interventions in Ghana were initiated by the previous government
(now in minority) and continued by the current government. To demonstrate this political
consensus on matters of social protection in Ghana, she noted that the two Legislators (one from
the governing party and the other from the minority were at the session as part of the Honorable
Minister’s delegation to the UN 54th Session on Social Development. Hon. Nana Oye Lithur noted
that the two legislators are members of the Social Services committee of Ghana’s Parliament – an
acknowledgement and evidence of political cooperation in the legislature on issues of social
protection and development.

Honorable Nana Oye Lithur (Minister for Gender, Children and Social Protection) giving her
keynote address during the Ghana side event at the United Nations 54th Session on Social
Development

PRESENTATIONS
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There were three presentations from the discussants to address specific issues with respect to
Social Protection Institutional arrangements, GNHR, LEAP and School Feeding's transition to
electronic platforms.
Presentation by Mr. Richard A. Adjetey, Acting Director of Social Protection
The Acting Director of Social Protection, Mr. Richard A. Adjetey’s presentation focused on the
institutional arrangements for the implementation of Social Protection Programs in Ghana.
According to him, the institutions flow hierarchically from the national level through regional to
district and community levels. He underscored that the institutional arrangements were expected
to ensure that social protection programs are better coordinated, appropriately implemented and
supervised in the country.
Presentation by Mr. Robert Austin, National Coordinator of LIPW-GSOP
Mr. Austin, Coordinator of LIPW-GSOP and also the Acting Coordinator of the National
Targeting Unit. In his presentation, he reiterated the point that social protection programs were
initially implemented in a disjointed manner which led to duplication and improper coordination.
To improve the efficiency of social protection interventions, a couple of targeting mechanisms are
being deployed to reach out to the poor with the appropriate social interventions. Mr. Austin took
participants through the targeting models and strategies used in selecting the extremely poor
households for social protection programs.

Presentation by Mr. Felix Logah Head of Operation, LEAP Programme
In his presentation, Felix Logah highlighted the thematic areas of the LEAP program. He noted
that the LEAP Program has shifted from manual data collection and payment systems to electronic.
He also indicated that the Ghana School Feeding program has also begun the payment of its
contractors (caterers) through the biometric (electronic) platform. He concluded the presentation
with success stories from program beneficiaries. According to Mr. Logah, the shift to electronic
systems is to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of the LEAP and the School Feeding
programs implementation and to consolidate accountability going forward.
Comments by Madam Lydia Ghanish, UNICEF representative
The Deputy Chief of UNICEF, Madam Lydia Ghanish expressed her excitement about progress
made in social protection programs in Ghana with respect to the processes, conceptualization,
planning and implementation. She noted that although Ghana learnt from Brazil some years ago,
the country’s social protection floors are becoming a model and example for others. Again, she
noted that Ghana was the first country to start discussion on the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) in general and SDG 1 in particular. According to her, there has been a good initiative from
the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection. She congratulated Ghana and the
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Honorable Minister in particular for setting the agenda on discussion of the SDGs. In her view,
social protection is of particular interest to UNICEF because it helps to protect the interest of
children and encouraged the country to plan 15 years ahead when it comes to programs for
children.
The UNICEF representative advised that Ghana should try as much as possible to avoid allowing
beneficiaries to be caught in the social protection dependency trap since that can become a burden
on the program and national budgets. She also urged the Ministry to take note the definition of
“social protection” and “poverty” change as we look into the future with issues of social protection.
Again, she indicated that the Ministry should start thinking beyond the success and achievement
of social protection floors in Ghana and be in readiness for new developmental issues that may
arise. She indicated her awareness of the honest collaboration between the Ministry and UNICEF
Ghana. She expressed UNICEF commitment to maintain or improve on the relationship and
collaboration.

Remarks of the Legislators (Member of Parliament from Ghana)
Honorable Amenowode, chairman of the Social Services Committee of Parliament expressed his
appreciation and also gave few remarks on behalf of his colleague MPs. In his view, social
protection is not just question of support to the poor in a society but a means of investment in
protecting the upper class against the poor; who if left unattended to could easily mobilize to topple
or make life uncomfortable for the rich. He said that parliamentarians, especially through the
Committee for Social Services have been part of the Ministry’s effort to rationalize social
protection policies and programs. He added that they will continue to ensure that bills from the
Ministry would be treated with great sense of urgency since both the majority and minority in
Parliament are committed and always agrees on issues of the poor and vulnerable in whose name
social protection interventions have become imperative. The legislator assured the development
community of the Parliament of Ghana’s interest and commitments to goals of social protection
interventions.

Concerns about the inclusion of CSOs and beneficiaries in the delegation was raised.
General discussions (concerns, questions and answers).
A participant noted that Ghana is far advanced in Social Protection. However, the absence of
representative of Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) and beneficiaries in the Ministerial
delegation to the UN session on Social Development is a concern. According to the participant,
CSOs are a huge constituency and key players in social protection interventions whose presence
at a UN sessions would have been useful and colorful. She also noted that if some beneficiaries
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were present to speak for themselves, it would have further amplified Ghana’s social protection
success story. The participant appealed that next time, the Ministry may consider some CSO
representation.
In response, the Honorable Minister, indicated that in Ghana Civil Society Organizations are key
stakeholders in Ghana’s social protection agenda. They are even represented on the social
protection working group –a platform for stakeholders on social protection. Again, the Minister
noted that civil society organizations with interest in social protection continue to play their watchdog role by always keeping government accountable. The Hon. Minister cited ISODEC, SEND
Ghana as some CSOs that are very active. However, on the inclusion of CSO representative(s) on
delegation, the Honorable Minister assured that next time CSOs with interest in Social
Development would be duly considered.
Comment by “Queen mother”
In the Queen Mother’s view, the Youth of Africa and Ghana in particular should be given the
voice, support and opportunity to participate in the national development process. In order to help
the youth succeed, she suggested that the interest of youth should be prioritized in all development
agenda. According to her, she has helped mobilize and form youth movements to play activist
roles under the name “Youth Plan of Action Movement” who are actively working in some rural
communities in Africa.

Comment by Nigerian Ambassador
He praised Ghana’s Permanent Representative to UN, Her Excellency Martha Pobee for ‘hitting
the ground running’ since her assumption of duty. The Nigerian Ambassador noted that Ghana’s
social protection floors are similar to those of Nigeria. For example, cash transfer, School Feeding,
NHIS etc. The ambassador reiterated the need for Ghana to liaise with Nigeria in the
implementation of the SDGs at the sub-regional level (ECOWAS). According to the Ambassador,
ECOWAS would be in a better position to efficiently negotiate when data on PWDs, water and
sanitation, and youth unemployment is made available at the national level and shared at the subregional level. According to him, Ghana and Nigeria could lead the way in developing an
ECOWAS position on the implementation of the SDGs.
Honorable Nana Oye Lithur lauded the idea of the Nigerian Ambassador and said she will present
the proposal to government upon her return to Ghana.
Dr. Okene Efiti, a participant was impressed about the number of social protection programs and
how far Ghana had come in terms of the implementation of social protection floors. According to
her, Nigeria was about to start the School Feeding Program and therefore wanted to learn from
Ghana’s experience. Again, she wanted to know the role of the Ministry of Education vis-à-vis the
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Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection in the implementation of the School Feeding
Program.
In response, the Hon. Minister estimated that Ghana has about 5000 schools under School Feeding
Program with about 1.7 million pupils on the program. She added that the program will soon be
scaled up to 3 million pupils. According to the Minister, the food items for feeding the pupils are
procured from local farmers with the intention of boosting local economic development. To ensure
that there is quality control and standardization, the Minister said a National Nutrition Conference
will be organized for all caterers and other stakeholders.
On the role of the Ministry of Education on the School Feeding Program, the Minister stated that
the Ministry of Education provides data on the enrolment, attendance, retention and completion of
pupils onto the program. Some of the challenges the program is facing are fiduciary risk associated
with manual payment, the sustainability of the program and the capacity for monitoring the
program. In order to address some of these challenges, the Minister noted that, pupils will be
enrolled onto an electronic platform with biometric verification and cards which they will swipe
through a Point of Sale Device anytime they are to take a meal in school.

Closing remarks
Her Excellency Martha Pobee thanked all participants for coming, learning and sharing at the
Ghana side event that focused on Ghana’s efforts and progress in social protection in relation to
the SDGs.
NOTE:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

So Ghana did not attend any side event organized by other countries.
There was no signed position of Member States
Concluding observation
No policy options to be adopted from other countries or speakers
Conclusion and recommendations from the conference.

PICTURE GALLERY
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Hon. Nana Oye Lithur with her delegationatGhana’s Side Event during the United Nations 54th

Session on Social Development

Hon. Nana Oye Lithur (Left), Her Excellency Martha Pobee (middle) and Mr. Kwesi Armo-Himbson (right)
at the 54th Commission for Social Development
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A section of delegates participating in the 54th Commission for Social Development
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